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The Supremacy of Politics over the Censorship of Movies:

A1

“InPurgatory’, “In the Slaughterhouse of Love” and “OIran

9

Amirhossein Salimian'
Abstract

Films have been censored by the government since the Islamic Revolution. This is despite the
fact that the desire for artistic freedom was present both in the details of the constitutional negoti-
ations and in some of the principles of this law, such as Articles 24 and 25. In this article, the cen-
sorship ratio of films by prominent directors (Iraj Ghaderi, Kamal Tabrizi, and Nasser Taghvaei)
who were censored solely for political reasons was analyzed in accordance with the regulations
of the 1960s. Between 1978 and 1980, when the new legal system based on the principles of the
Islamic Revolution was being formed and established, regulations were also applied in the field
of cinema and film censorship, and the films of these filmmakers encountered a strong barrier of
censorship. The film “Barzakhiha” by Iraj Ghaderi was censored for using actors from the Pahlavi
era, “Dar Maslakh Eshgah” by Kamal Tabrizi for blackening the imposed war on Iran by Iraq, and
“OIran” directed by Nasser Taghvaei for presenting a different picture of the Islamic Revolution
and a satirical approach to the police force. However, the compliance of the censorship of these
films with legal standards is unjustified, and the censors of the sixties have ruled to censor and
seize these works with non-legal standards. To prevent illegal censorship of films, eliminating the
censorship system or entrusting the supervision in a retrospective manner to selected professional
institutions of filmmakers such as the Cinema House is a suitable alternative to reforming the cur-

rent censorship in cinema.

Keywords: Cinema Law, Nasser Taqvaee, Censorship, Iraj Qaderi, Kamal Tabrizi
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