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2. Deconstructive interpretation.
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Thematic Analysis of the Movie ‘No Choice’:
A Constructivist Perspective

Gholamreza Haddad"

Abstract

Every cinematic work is a construct of the world it narrates. The narrated world is within a
semantic structure that is constructed in a linguistic form and on rules and norms in connection
with the social context, and by deconstructing its elements, one can arrive at an understanding and
interpretation of it that is hidden in its form and appearance.

In the present research, attempts are made to study Reza Dormishian’s movie “No choice” in
a deconstructive narrative with a constructivist and symbolic framework, with the use of thematic
analysis technique. The results of the research show that the most important themes around which
the movie has found meaning are: “Human rights; lack and necessity”, “woman and femininity”,
“social responsibility”, “relativity of moral standards” and “pragmatism and flexibility in the ac-
tion of an actor”. “No choice” is a narrative of a structure in which fundamental human rights are
violated systematically, and the actors’ actions at the micro level do not appear to find the ability to
prevent violence and impose it. In such a structure, the actors who seek resistance may be at odds
with each other due to the lack of a common normative order. But at the same time, they share the

common theme of deprivation of access to resources within dominant structures and face similar

fates. Atits core, the film is an admirable act of subjects -particularly women social activists-who,
while adopting a selfless approach while accepting structural deprivations, seek to change rules
and norms in order to achieve justice.

Keywords: “No choice”, Meaning structures, constructivism, semiotics, human rights
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