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An Old Case:
Political Censorship of Book in Law of Iran

Vahid Agah', Zohreh Baradaranmofid Astaneh’

Abstract

Despite the protection of freedom of expression in the Iranian Constitution, books are subject to
censorship in statutory law. According to Article 4 of the “Amendment Resolution on the Objectives,
Policies, and Rules of Book Publishing” approved in 2010 by the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revo-
lution, cases under the heading of “Politics and Society” are listed as being subject to political censorship.
In this study, regardless of the fact that the Council does not have the authority to impose restrictions on
freedom of expression, the aspects of political censorship in the Council s resolution have been measured
against the laws. However, the results indicate that the Council’s regulation does not conflict with the
laws in cases of insulting officials and illegal disclosure of classified documents. However, the audited
aspects entitled “propaganda and opposition to the constitution and the revolution”, “inciting society to
revolt against the system and the revolution”, “promoting counter-revolutionary elements and secular
and monarchical systems”, “propaganda of dependence on hegemonic powers and opposition to the
country’sindependence”, “propaganda against national interests and security and making the system ap-
pear ineffective”, and “disturbing and doubting the national unity and territorial integrity of the country”,
are contrary to the law for the following reasons: “the historical nature of the revolution phenomenon and
the impossibility of criminalizing opposition to history, the prediction of the crime of propaganda activity
against the system in the law and the need for uprising against the government to take practical action, the
impossibility of absolute opposition or agreement with various political regimes, which are concepts of
public law and political science, the irrationality of introducing scientific ideas and terms as a red line in
the book, the vagueness and generality of the terms security or national interests and deriving multiple
crimes from them”; which call for their amendment.

Keywords: freedom of expression, book law, censorship, political censorship, Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guidance
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